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6 PREFACE

spirit of this book : “ Let us try to tolerate each other instead
of trying to convert each other.” The author disclaims belong-
ing to that class who have ‘great expectations,” which are
as vain in literature as in life. The utmost the author looks
forward to is that semi-friendly applause which is accorded to
a platform speaker, not so much for any merit in his oration
as for his unexpected consideration for the audience by

concluding.
G. J. HOLYOAKE.
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INSTRUCTIVE BYGONES PRESERVABLE 15

them—which bring them within the class of *“by-
gones worth remembering.”

One day as I was walking briskly along Fleet
Street, a person in greater haste than myself run-
ning down Johnson’s Court collided with me, and
both of us fell to the ground. On rising, I said,
“If you knocked me down, never mind; if I
knocked you down, I beg your pardon.” He did
not reciprocate my forgiveness, thinking I had run
against him intentionally. Nevertheless, I say to
any resenting reader who does me mischief, ““ never
mind.” If I have done him any harm it has been
unwittingly, and I tender him real apologies.
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68 GEORGE ELIOT AND G. H. LEWIS

speculations, which can result in no profit to
themselves or their fellow-creatures, which diminish
their capacity for strenuous and worthy action
during a span of life, brief, indeed, but whose
consequences will extend to remote posterity.”!

* Congregationalist, April, 1881, p. 297. Bray’s Autobiography.













































LEGEND OF THE TENTH OF APRIL 83

This is but a sample of the airy, false, and
fictionary foundation on which the Legend of the
Tenth of April was built. These incidents of
historic perversion, though bygones of half a
century ago, are worth remembering.









Articles. Alton Locke is a Church Chartist—not
one of the Chartists of real life whom I knew, who
were current in Kingsley's days, who signed the
famous document which Place drew and Roebuck
revised. They had principles. They did not seek
paternal government of friendly Churchmen, nor of
Positivists, nor that nobly organised kind of passive
competence which Mr. Ruskin meditated for the
people. The real Chartists—like the Co-operators
—sought self-government for the people by the
people. The alienation of the people from church
and chapel was not founded on lack of spiritual

































«“ MEANING WELL” NEEDS EXPLAINING 97

father’s saying that “his object was not to socialise
society,” shows that Maurice cared no more for
Socialism (which at that time meant co-operative
communism) than Kingsley cared for Chartism.
Both meant well to the people in a theological—
not a political way. The old grey-headed Chartist
hissed the Queen’s office, not herself. Republicans
ever made that distinction. ] '

VOIL. I. 7



























108 THE OLD POSTILLION

recorded of him. Carlile wrote in 1835, anc
public work Place was engaged in then he conti
until his death in 1854, at which time he was ¢
man of the Committee for Repealing Taxe
Knowledge. The Old Postillion was on the s:
to the last.































































SIR JOHN DUKE OOLERIDGE h & |
to be an organism, and beheved 1 10 be abwe:
and such was the tenderness and reverence of hs
devotion that nothing could persuade hmn ™ & 2
well beyond a certain depth, lest he should wound
the heart of the world

Some years later Lord Coleridge miormed e
that he did not press the case against Podler. amd
that he had no idea he was of uncerzama mmd. nor
did his father suspect it 1 thought & was
possible they could be unaware of it, as 1 was wel
known to all Liskeard In justice to Lord Crie-
ridge’s father, I ought to say, that whea he sud-
sequently became aware of Pooley’s condmom of
mind, he at once consented to his hberanom. and
Pooley was taken home, after four momths -
prisonment, -in the carriage of the govermor of
the gaol, who had sympathy for him Se&r Wilan
Molesworth and Sir Erskine Perry were, after Mr.
Buckle, the chief instruments of his hberatics. The
facts I have related of the Coleridges were nca
known to me when I first saw Mr. Buckie, who
wrote upon the information I gave him. Ponley
was a resolute man, who had self-respect and woid
not wear the prison dress. When it was put upua
him he tore it to shreds, and he was left naked
in the dark cell in which he was confined He
would have been made quite mad had he not been
released when he was.






THE LIGHT ON THE CLOCK TOWER 133

may be directed to The Private Secretary to
the First Commissioner of H.M. Works.

“8—1—68.
“SIrR,—I am desired by Lord John Manners
to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of
your letter, and suggestions.
“Your faithful servant,

“ H. StuarRT WORTLEY.
“G. J. Holyoake, Esq.”

Nothing was done during Lord John Manners’
reign as Commissioner of Works, but when
Mr. A. S. Ayrton became Commissioner of the
Board, he found the letter in the archives of the
office, and had the light erected.















answered. I shall make the order.’

“The order was made accordingly.

“The petitioners were informed and believed
that the report quoted was substantially and literally
correct. It was reprinted and commented upon by
various other journals, and no attempt to question
its accuracy was made, either on the part of the
learned judge or of any other person.

“The petitioners were persuaded that the language
asserted to have been used by the learned judge on
this occasion cannot be deemed by, nor appear to
Parliament either befitting the station of him who






prosecutors by holding them up to public ridicule—
the language of the petition appropriately charac-
terised. Baron Bramwell could not be ignorant of
the great expense which had been incurred in
taking legal proceedings against the persons accused
of bribery and in collecting evidence long after the
time when the acts of bribery occurred. Such
evidence is expensive to collect at the time, and
much costlier at a later stage. After obtaining
witnesses it was necessary to protect them from
being spirited away at the time of the trial—no
uncommon occurrence in these cases. Many hun-
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country and mankind.” On a later occasion,
when aid was needed, Mr. Thomasson went
down to Midhurst and insisted that Cobden
should accept a still larger sum, refusing a formal
acknowledgment and handing it over in such
a form that the transaction was not known to
any one but Cobden and himself. After Mr.
Thomasson’s death there was found among his
private papers a little memorandum of these
advances containing the magnanimous words : “I
lament that the greatest benefactor of mankind
since the invention of printing was placed in a









OTHER MANCHESTER MEN 169
took trouble to know it—and gave both thought and
fortune to make their lot better. Thomas Bayley
Potter was of that class, which includes Manchester
careers worth remembering.






























«MESMERIC ATHEISM” 179

because mesmerism has no theology. It was
ignorant, because neither Mr. Atkinson nor Dr.
Martineau's sister were Atheists. Their dis-
avowal of Atheism was in the book before

him.



" xr o trom being an Atheist I do not
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A SHAKESPEAREAN EPITAPH 191

pose. She was one of those Christians mentioned
by Shakespeare who ‘“mean to be saved by be-
lieving rightly.”t Harriet Martineau did, and
these words of Flavius might be her epitaph.

r “ Twelfth Night,” act iii., scene 2.
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was occasioned by disapproval of his published
views of the “ Errors of Jesus”—an error of
assumption respecting Mr. Gladstone into which
Mr. Newman might naturally, but not excus-
ably, fall; for Mr. Newman should have known
that Mr. Gladstone had a noble tolerance equal
to his own, or should personally have tested it.
by letter or otherwise, before nurturing an ad-
verse conjecture. | mentioned the matter to Mr.
Gladstone, and found Mr. Newman's surmise
groundless. At the same time | gave him a
copy of Mr. Francis Newman's ‘“Secret Songs”
(as one copy given to me was called) which revealed
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One day as Mr. Newman was leaving my room
in Woburn Buildings. he looked round and said:
‘I did not think there were rooms so large in this



AN IMPOSSIBLE OPPORTUNITY 201

place”; and then descending the stairs, as though
the familiarity of the remark was more than an
impulse, he said: “Do you think you could join
with me in teaching the great truth of Theism?”
Alas! I had to express my regret that my belief
did not lie that way. Highly as I should think,
and much as I should value public association with
Mr. Newman, I had to decline the opportunity. If
the will could create conviction, I should also have
accepted Mazzini’s invitation—elsewhere referred
to—for Theism never seemed so enchanting in my
eyes as it appeared in the lives of those two dis-
tinguished thinkers who were inspired by it.






















































SIR EDWARD'S AMAZING CREDULITY 217

imaginary matters. His book was widely reviewed
in England, and nowhere questioned save in the
Sun during my term of editorship in 1go2.
Mazzini preached the doctrine of Association in
England when it had no other teacher. Much
more may be said of him—but Sir James Stansfeld
is dead, and Madame Venturi and Peter Alfred
Taylor. Only Jessie White Mario and Professor
Masson remain who knew Mazzini well. But this
chapter may give the public a better conception
than has prevailed of Mazzini’s career in England.
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258 THE STORY OF THE BRITISH LEG
Savonarola could not make a reality by
himself to God, nor Machiavelli by giving |
to the Devil, has been done by you. Yo
made Italy one, you have made Italy fre
have made Italy independent.”
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His father was Chief Commissioner for the Tyne—
in person taller than Mr. Gladstone, with a gift of
speech which sincerity made eloquent. His son, who
had organised the reception, never came in sight of
Mr. Gladstone from first to last. As I knew Mr.
Gladstone liked to know what was below the surface
as well as upon it, I sent him two informing notes.
“ Going to and fro in the land "—not with inqui-
sitive malice as a certain sojourner mentioned in
Job is reputed to have done-—on lecturing purpose
bent, sometimes on political missions, I knew the
state and nature of opinion in many places. The
soul and Liberalism of the country was Noncon-















GLADSTONE AND CANNING 295

known after Mr. Gladstone’s death. The fact should
have been disclosed fifty years before.

To disappointed members with whom I came in
contact, I used to explain that Mr. Gladstone’s
apparent slightingness was owing to preoccupation.
He would often enter the House absorbed by an
impending speech—which was true—and thought
more of serving his country than of conciliating
partisans. Lord Palmerston was wiser in his
generation, who knew his followers would forgive
him betraying public interest, if he paid attention to
them.


















